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Keeping Up with Cell Phone Legislation
If you do a lot of intra-state travel, it’s hard to keep track of where it’s legal to use your cell phone while driving, and where it’s not legal. Motorlease Corporation is headquartered in Connecticut, where “hands-free devices” for cell phones have been mandatory since October 2005. While only 8 states (California, Connecticut, Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey, New York, Oregon, and Washington), D.C., and the US Virgin Islands prohibit all drivers from using handheld cell phones while driving, 30 states have banned text messaging, and several states have enacted laws that ban the more general “distracted driving,” or ban the use of handheld cell phones in school and construction zones. 

In most of these states, talking while driving is “primary” offense – which means you can be stopped for it (as opposed to a “secondary” offense, for which you may only receive a citation only if you are stopped for another driving violation). Other states have enacted “partial bans” which often cover teenage drivers and bus or school bus drivers, and several laws state that while it’s not illegal to talk on a cell phone while driving, if you’re involved in an accident and it’s determined you were using a handheld, you could be prosecuted and held liable.

No matter what state you’re driving in, it’s always smart idea to use a hands-free device, and only talk when it’s absolutely necessary. Hands-free devices free up both of your hands for driving—which may not be necessary all of the time, but you never know when you’re going to have to react quickly and need both hands. In addition, if you’re traveling out of state for business or personal travel, not only may you not know the local laws, you’re probably traveling on unfamiliar road. You’re simply safer having both hands available. 

As our society becomes more and more dependent on cell phones, smart phones and other devices, we use them simply by habit. We place and answer calls and text messages because they’re there, not because they’re urgent – and it’s difficult, if not impossible, to simply ignore the buzz of the text message or the ring of the phone. Experts on distracted driving recommend simply turning the device off when you’re in the car – or forcing yourself to pull over and stop the car to talk or text. Doing so not only ensures you’re in compliance with any local laws, but also makes you think twice about how truly ‘urgent’ that call or text is – and may in the process prevent an accident or save a life.
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